In 1999 the United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan challenged the business leaders gathered at the World Economic Forum to promote greater social and environmental responsibility in their business activity. He offered them a new compact of shared values and principles, to give a human face to the global market: the Global Compact. 

The Global Compact is a framework for businesses that are committed to aligning their operations and strategies with ten universally accepted principles in the areas of human rights, labour, the environment and anti-corruption. As the world’s largest global corporate citizenship initiative, the Global Compact is a voluntary initiative, a learning dialogue and a platform for action. 
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