NGO Committee on Financing for Development

Annual Report, September 2010 – July 2011
The Committee has met monthly from September through July.
The work of our Committee has been largely shaped over the year by the events concerning financing for development issues in the UN calendar, including:

· Review of progress on the MDGs in September 2010. 
· ECOSOC meeting with the World Bank, IMF, the WTO and UNCTAD, March 2011
· GA Thematic Dialogue on Global Governance, June 2011

· Work of the Second Committee
· Work on FfD Resolutions for ECOSOC Substantive meeting in Geneva, July 2011. 
· The 5th GA high-level dialogue on FfD to take place in December of this year 

Relationship with FfD Office, NGLS and wider network of Civil Society
The Committee continues to enjoy a very constructive relationship with the Financing for Development Office through Daniel Platz and with NGLS through Zak Bleicher. The Committee benefits from regular briefings at our monthly committee meeting. We also look for ways to engage with the wider global community of NGOs, in particular through the Global Social Economy Group (GSEG) which brought together a network of NGOs interested in financing for development. We aim to continue the collaboration that began in preparing for the review conference in Doha 2008. 

Introduction of the New School Students:  
Thanks to Barry Herman, our Committee again had the help of graduate students from the New School University. It was a successful partnership in which the students, working in two teams, produced valuable research papers on trade and food and innovative financing. The results were presented to the committee in early December. They can be found on our Committee’s webpage.  Kevin Dance and Daniel LeBlanc attended the students’ Final Presentation at the New School on December 15th to show appreciation for this partnership.  
The ECOSOC meeting with the Bretton Woods Institutions (BWIs), the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was held March 10/11: Rumours indicated strong resistance from the Bank Group to sending high level representation and to having two days rather than one day for meeting. We wrote to the representatives of the Bank and the Fund asking them to urge their superiors to send high level representation for both days of the meeting. Some sixty organizations of the Global Social Economy Group (GSEG) signed on to this letter with copies sent to the World Bank President, IMF Managing Director, ECOSOC President and the Director of the FFD Office. 
The meeting was interactive and well moderated by the President of ECOSOC. Eleven persons from Civil Society were able to speak at the Roundtables, interspersed between government and financial institution representatives. Flowing from the meeting Kevin and Barry met with Mr. Victor Ovalles, lead negotiator for the G77 on financing issues. Kevin was also invited to meet with Mr. Eduardo Galvez of Chile 
A draft resolution on a possible Panel of independent experts was expected to be negotiated in preparation for the ECOSOC substantive session in Geneva in July. This was continually delayed until June. Our Committee members followed all the negotiating sessions held in New York. 

We also received a request from Jubilee USA in relation to the IMF sale of gold and a petition asking that these funds be dedicated to debt cancellation for the poorest countries. Kevin encouraged all to support this action.

Kevin wrote to the GA President asking that we be included in the June dialogue. Three of our members were called to make statements during the GA Thematic Debate on Global Governance June 29th. 
To assist newer members, we offered an education session prior to the regular Committee meeting on understanding the history and functioning of the Financing for Development agenda within the UN. This was appreciated by those attending. A dictionary of FfD terms was compiled and found very useful.

Working Groups of Committee
To better focus the work of the Committee, we set up a number of Working Groups on:
· Debt

· Trade in Food

· Global Governance

· Innovative Financing

· Tracking US positions on Trade and Development issues. 

The output from these working groups aimed to help prepare our contribution to the various meetings on the financing for development agenda and to our advocacy efforts with member states. 
Meetings attended:
We have appreciated the access granted to the Committee for the various meetings that were relevant to the Financing for Development agenda. There were seats reserved for NGOs. Through the good offices of Daniel Platz of the FfD Office we were also given permission to place our documentation within the meeting room. 

Actions taken:

· Committee wrote to welcome new General Assembly President, Mr. Joseph Deiss.
· Talking Points were prepared to assist Committee members in their advocacy
· Committee members attended and monitored each negotiating session on the draft ECOSOC resolution on a Panel of Experts on systemic risks. These sessions indicated the divide that has grown between South and North over FfD issues.
· Several attended a workshop on a Sovereign Debt Workout Mechanism   

· We forwarded ideas to the General Assembly President and to the Financing for Development Office which prepared the Secretary General’s Report on Global Economic Governance.
· On behalf of the Committee I made statements to support the UN Committee of Tax Experts becoming an intergovernmental body. We also called for a reduction in military spending to plug a major resource leak in financing for development. 

· Sponsored a letter promoting support for a Financial Transactions Tax that received a great deal of support by organizations all round the world.  

· Sponsored a meeting of the 3 Development NGO committees – Social, Sustainable and Financing – to explore possible shared action leading to Rio +20. 

· Several Committee members submitted written statements to the ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review.

· Several Committee members submitted interventions in relation to MDG 8 for the September review summit on the Millennium Development Goals.
· Attended meetings on curbing illicit financial flows and the annual meeting of the World Bank and IMF in Washington.
· Wrote to welcome H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser,President of 66th G.A. 
I thank each member of the Committee for your active engagement throughout the year. I offer a special word of thanks to each member of the Executive for your hard work and support in furthering the work of our Committee. 
Respectfully submitted 
Kevin Dance, C.P. 
Chair, NGO Committee on Financing for Development
October 2nd. 2011
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