Oral Statement  by the Society of Catholic Medical Missionaries, an NGO with special consultative status with ECOSOC to the special High Level meeting with BWI,WTO and UNCTAD
Mr. President , thank you for the opportunity to speak, distinguished ladies and gentlemen,
We heard yesterday the Representative from World bank say that one billion people grapple with hunger and poverty ,that pauses serious  questions about  the effectiveness of today’s socio economic System. I fully agree with Mr. Jomo that social protection floor is necessary but I think that it is  not sufficient. 

Cooperatives are powerful tools for people centred economic empowerment and social transformation. Their primary motive is service of the community, not profit. A Cooperative is an enterprise that arises out of problems existing in a community, and the determination of the community to solve those problems together. Development in the real sense means people having the power to use human and natural resources to the integral wellbeing of their particular society and of humanity in general. This is possible only through empowerment and collective organization of people, capitalising on the people’s power, the power that comes from unity, cooperation, organization and action. We need economic morality in building sustainable communities where every human being has a right to lead a decent and humane life.  
The first successful cooperative organization was pioneered by a group of people in Rochdale, in England. The Rochdale Co-operators were the first to formulate the values and principles underlying the cooperative. “Cooperation means a world in which many people with many thoughts and ideas get together and work together, while respecting each other’s opinion.”

Principles of cooperation: Voluntary and open membership, Democratic: (one member one vote) Equitable economic participation, Autonomy and independence: Education, training: Cooperation among the cooperatives and Concern for the community.  Values of Cooperative:  Liberty, Equity, Honesty, solidarity, self help and mutual help.
Success story: I would like to share a success story from one of the twenty countries   our organisation – the Society of Catholic Medical Missionaries are involved in.  Rose Kayathinkara, one of our members, ushered in a silent economic revolution among the Garo tribals of Meghalaya, in North-East India. She established the Mendipathar Multipurpose Co-operative Society (MMCS) and organised the marginal farmers and began to purchase their farm produce at higher rate and began to provide provisional goods at a cheaper rate to liberate the farmers from the clutches of money lenders and middle man.  The MMCS has changed the lives of the poverty stricken people who have been always at the receiving end. People are ensured a dignified  livelihood by getting a reasonable price for their farm produce by breaking the monopolistic tendencies of the market structure. The profits are divided among the members. Various income generating programmes and Thrift savings enabled them to avoid the money lenders.  We need to replicate such Co-operatives at the rural areas where poverty is concentrated.
We recommend the Governments and Financial Institutions, and private sector  to come forward with special capital allocations for the formation, and improvement of existing Cooperatives at grassroots. This being an Inter-national year of Cooperatives, more packages should be provided to funding agencies. If we replicate the values of cooperatives in a micro and macro level, we can achieve an inclusive, equitable and sustainable economic growth for a healthy global society.
                    I thank you .                           Celine Paramundayil   SCMM                                13th    March 2012
