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NGO Committee on Financing for Development

      Annual Report 2012-2013
The Committee met monthly from September, 2012 through July, 2013. The Executive Committee also met each month to plan the general meetings and to take up any other necessary business. The Executive Committee began the year with a retreat day in August to determine how best to work together, plan for the year ahead and help committee members be fully engaged in the work of the committee. Our membership numbers 26 full members and 21 associate members.
 Kevin Dance completed his service at the UN in July. He resigned from the Executive Committee before leaving. Germaine Price, the Vice-Chair, stepped up as Chair for the remaining year of Kevin’s term. Steve O’Neil then joined the Executive Committee in September to fill the vacated Vice-Chair position.
The work of our committee over the past year has been largely influenced by and focused on the following events concerning financing for development and the post-2015 development agenda in the United Nations calendar:
· Rio + 20 : June, 2012

· ECOSOC Special Ministerial Meeting: September 24, 2012: Multilateral system for Sustainable Development
· General Debate of the 67th Session of the GA: Sept. 25- October 1,2012

· ECOSOC meeting with the World Bank, IMF, WTO and UNCTAD, March 14-15, 2013

· Thematic Debate on “The UN and Global Economic Governance; April 15, 2012

· Special High-Level Meeting of ECOSOC with BWIs, WTO and UNCATAD, 

April 22, 2013
· ECOSOC meeting on External Debt sustainability and development : Tuesday, April 23, 2013

· ECOSOC Meeting on International Tax Cooperation Matters: May 29, 2013 

2nd Committee: 
Committee members monitored the multiple resolutions related to FfD proposed by the 2nd committee:
· International Financial System and Development,
· Follow up to the Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on   Development,
· Industrial Development Cooperation,
· Sovereign Debt Crisis and restructurings,
· Macroeconomic Policy,
· Agricultural Development and Food Security
· Towards a New International Economic Order,
· International Trade and Development,

Relationship with FfD Office, NGLS and Civil Society networks.
  Throughout the year, the Committee has enjoyed a very positive, collaborative working relationship with the UN FfD Office; we are especially grateful for the regular monthly briefings  provided by Daniel Platz.
 Bernhard Frey from NGLS has attended many of our meetings and has provided the committee with valuable and timely updates on issues of interest and concern to our committee.

Efforts were made throughout the year to communicate significant information to members of the Global Social Economy Group (GSEG), a network of NGOs who have a particular interest in financing for development. Very recently we have been able to re-establish contact with the person who has agreed to be manager of this network.
 New School Students
 Thanks to Barry Herman, our committee has had a valuable relationship with Graduate Students in International Affairs from the New School for several years. Students prepared valuable research papers which were presented to the Committee at the end of their work. This year, an extensive list of suggested research topics was prepared and submitted to Barry for students registered to do a practicum; however the committee was informed that students would not be able to work with the FfD committee this year.  Barry assured us that he would monitor the process closely so that students would be able to work with the committee next year. 
Collaboration with other NGO Development Committees: 

 The Chairs of these committees met several times during the year. Members of the NGO development committees were invited to all our educational sessions, to the side event and to the strategy session.  Our members were invited to educational sessions of other committees as well. Several of our members are also members of at least one of the other development committees.

Website:   www.ngosonffd.org
Our website is the public forum for information about our committee and has links to major FfD documents and links to various sources of information. Steve O’Neil and Jean Stoner agreed to manage the website for the committee.
Dropbox:
 A drop box, a file sharing application, was set up for full committee members for correspondence, agendas and minutes of meetings. It also has a folder for each of the working groups.

Working Groups established:
 Four working groups based on the interest of committee member were set up to facilitate the work of the committee. Working group members monitored the Second Committee, did research and prepared talking points on specific issues. 
 Domestic Financial Resources

 External Debt
 Systemic Issue

 International Financial and Technical Cooperation for Development
.
Educational Sessions: 
Several education sessions on a variety of topics of interest to committee members were held during the year.
Amber Barth from the International Labor Organization (ILO) 

Amber provided information about ILO priority issues that are of interest to our committee: Financing for the Social Protection Floor, Entrepreneurship for Development, Youth Employment, Follow-up to Rio+ 20, 2nd Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, Post-2015 and SDGs and the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review.
Zak Bleicher from International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
IFAD, the only international financial institution that is part of the UN system, focuses on people living in poverty in rural areas in the poorer countries of the world. It has as a goal to help overcome poverty through agricultural development.
Maria Lucia Fattorelli, Oct. 26, 2012 on Debt Audit. 

Ms. Fattorelli is the national coordinator of the Permanent Campaign Citizen Debt Audit in Brazil since 2001. She has worked extensively in Brazil and in Ecuador. She spoke of National Debt Audits in the context of the global crisis and the European debt crisis.

Panel Discussion: June 26, 2013:
 Daniel Platz, FfD Office, Anita Nayar, NGLS, and Barbara Adams, GPF 

 The Monterrey Financing for Development process and Financing for Sustainable Development: What is their future relationship?

The panelists provided timely and useful information and well as challenges concerning the ongoing work at the UN concerning FfD and FSD as we move forward with the post-2015 agenda.

 Side Event
 February 11, 2013:  Achieving Policy Space through Domestic Resource Mobilization—a Key to Empowerment for Sustainable Development: 

The committee cosponsored this side event during the 51st session of the UN Commission for Social Development. The panelists focused on the constraints to effective resource mobilization faced by many developing country governments and policies that could improve financing people’s development through equitable domestic resource mobilization. 
Strategy Session
 April 23, 2013: Financing for Development and the Post-2015 Development Agenda
Several questions were provided to participants in advance of the Strategy Session as an aid in their preparation for the meeting. The goal was to arrive at consensus on specific points to work on as we engage in the post-2015 development agenda process.
  Bretton Woods Institutions: World Bank and IFM Meetings, Washington, DC.
Two members of the committee attended the Civil Society meetings, April 15-19, 2013 at WB and IMF preceding the 2013 Spring Meetings of the World Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund.

Letters
Throughout the year, various letters were written to UN officials and others in support of their efforts as well as to make our position known on specific issues.
· To the President of the General Assembly, the President of ECOSOC and the Chair of the 2nd committee:   issue: our support for the Monterrey process where civil society is an active stakeholder.

· To the new President of ECOSOC to welcome him and support the multi-stakeholder process in relationship to civil society participation in UN meetings.
· To the Co-facilitators of the Expert Committee on Sustainable Development Financing Strategy (Permanent Representatives of Kazakhstan and Norway).
            Norway responded to our letter.
· To Mr. Vuk Jeremic, PGA of 67th Session and Mr. John Ashe PGA of 68th Session, with copies to: Sec. Gen. Ban Ki-Moon, Mr. Nestor Osorio, President of ECOSOC, and the Co-Facilitators of the HLPF, Mr. Cesare Maria Ragfalini (Italy) and Mr. Luis Alberto Figueiredo Machado (Brazil), the co- facilitators of the Intergovernmental committee of experts on sustainable development financing, and the HLPF co-chairs,  expressing our concern that all civil society representatives, not just the Major groups have the opportunity to participate in deliberations at the UN.    This letter was signed by 32 NGOs. 

Speakers at HL meeting: 
 Several of our committee members were among the representatives from civil society who were invited to speak at the High Level ECOSOC meeting with the Bretton Woods Institutes and the World Trade Organization.
Position Papers/Talking Point

Throughout the year, the talking points prepared by the working groups were distributed at various meetings held at the UN.  
· Ffd Office to become a Commission 
· Aid Effectiveness and Development Effectiveness
· Monterrey Multi-Stakeholder process (300 copies distributed)

· Systemic Issues (at the Global Governance meeting)

· Debt workout mechanism

 In conclusion, I want to thank all the members of the committee for their active engagement in the work of the committee throughout the year with special thanks to the members of the Executive committee for their commitment of time and energy to our work.
 I would also like to acknowledge several long time members, Steve O’Neil and Fatima Rodrigo,  who will be leaving the UN in the coming months. I, too, will be leaving in the months ahead so I would like to offer you with a few recommendations for the future.
It might be helpful to the Exec. Committee if the annual meeting was held in July instead of October; this would give the new Exc. Committee time over the summer months to plan for the year ahead.  By October, everyone is very busy and involved in the work that began with the opening of the new session of the General Assembly.  This would require a change in the bylaws.

It is my hope that New School University students will once again participate in our committee. This has been a very valuable partnership and their research has been valuable for the committee. I regret that no students participated this year even though we had prepared a variety of topics for potential participants. 

Continued cooperation and collaboration with the other Development committees will be beneficial to all concerned and could help move our common agenda forward in a cohesive and constructive manner. Such issues as a Financial Transaction Tax, a Social Protection Floor, Reducing Military Spending and a multi-stakeholder process which includes NGOs and financing for sustainable development are already elements of our common agenda.

Germaine Price, DC

Chair, NGO Committee on Financing for Development
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